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the middle muscular, and the inner mucous. The muscular
layer consists of circular and longitudinal non-striped fibres;
the circular fibres are particularly numerous at the cervix.
During gestation these fibres are increased in size and
number, to permit the necessary dilatation of the uterus,
without allowing its walls to become too attenuated and
feeble. The outer layer is composed of longitudinal fibres,
which determine in their contraction the shortening of the
uterus, pushing the foetus at parturition towards the os uteri.
The inner layer is circular, and decreases the lumen of the
uterus. Between these two layers are intermediate bundles of
fibres, oblique in direction, producing intermediate effects.
The mucous layer is smooth, delicate, and pink in colour.
It is everywhere in contact in the non-pregnant condition,
and it is arranged in longitudinal folds or rugae. These folds
become obliterated during gestation: It is covered with
ciliated epithelium, save at the neck, where the epithelium is
pavement. This membrane is provided with numerous
branched tubular glands (the utricular glands), microscopic
in size. At certain periods, as during oestrum, they throw
out a large quantity of very viscid, almost transparent mucus.
During gestation they become largely developed, and furnish
a thin, white albuminous fluid, the so-called * uterine milk.'
This secretion comes more particularly in contact with the
intervillous portions of the foetal placenta, in which pockets
are formed for the reception of the milk, which is absorbed
by the vessels in their walls.
In the mucous membrane of the cervix are special tubular
glands, the blind extremities of which are enlarged, called the
ovula Nabothi; they secrete a mucous plug to close the
os uteri during gestation.
The uterus is supplied with blood by the ovarian, uterine,
and vaginal arteries in the uterine broad ligaments; and from
it the blood is carried away by corresponding veins. The
lymphatic vessels issuing from the organ pass to the sub-
lumbar lymphatic glands ; the nerves are derived from the
small mesenteric and pelvic plexuses.
When the gravid uterus increases in volume, it pushes the
pelvic flexure of the double colon before it as it advances into
the abdominal cavity, on to the floor of which it gradually